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THIS
WEEK

WEEKS 
ON LIST

LAST
WEEK

 1  1THE CELLIST, by Daniel Silva. (Harper) The 21st book in the 
Gabriel Allon series. A private intelligence service plans an act of 
violence that will aid Russia and divide America.

 2 1 2THE PAPER PALACE, by Miranda Cowley Heller. (Riverhead) After 
an extramarital dalliance, Elle must choose between her husband 
and her childhood love.

 3 4 11THE LAST THING HE TOLD ME, by Laura Dave. (Simon & 
Schuster) Hannah Hall discovers truths about her missing 
husband and bonds with his daughter from a previous 
relationship.

 4  1IT’S BETTER THIS WAY, by Debbie Macomber. (Ballantine) Julia 
Jones begins a new life after discovering her husband’s infidelity 
almost six years ago.

 5 5 7MALIBU RISING, by Taylor Jenkins Reid. (Ballantine) An epic 
party has serious outcomes for four famous siblings.

 6 6 6THE PRESIDENT’S DAUGHTER, by Bill Clinton and James 
Patterson. (Little, Brown) Matthew Keating, a past president and 
former Navy SEAL, goes on his own to find his abducted teenage 
daughter.

 7 3 2NINE LIVES, by Danielle Steel. (Delacorte) After tragedy upsets 
her stable family life, Maggie must decide if she will take a risk 
with a thrill seeker.

 8 7 33THE MIDNIGHT LIBRARY, by Matt Haig. (Viking) Nora Seed finds 
a library beyond the edge of the universe that contains books with 
multiple possibilities of the lives one could have lived.

 9 15 3THE PERSONAL LIBRARIAN, by Marie Benedict and Victoria 
Christopher Murray. (Berkley) A Black woman who becomes one 
of the most powerful people in the art and book world is forced to 
hide her true identity.

 10 2 2FALLING, by T.J. Newman. (Avid Reader) A kidnapper demands 
that a pilot crash his plane with 144 passengers onboard to save 
his family.

 11  1THE FINAL GIRL SUPPORT GROUP, by Grady Hendrix. (Berkley) 
At a gathering that has taken place for more than a decade, 
women who survived unthinkable ordeals worry about a missing 
member.

 12 8 7GOLDEN GIRL, by Elin Hilderbrand. (Little, Brown) A Nantucket 
novelist gets one final summer to watch what happens from the 
great beyond.

 13 12 11PROJECT HAIL MARY, by Andy Weir. (Ballantine) Ryland Grace 
awakes from a long sleep alone and far from home, and the fate 
of humanity rests on his shoulders.

 14 9 5THE MAIDENS, by Alex Michaelides. (Celadon) A therapist 
suspects a Greek tragedy professor at Cambridge University of 
committing murder.

 15 11 24THE FOUR WINDS, by Kristin Hannah. (St. Martin’s) As dust 
storms roll during the Great Depression, Elsa must choose 
between saving the family and farm or heading West.

Fiction THIS
WEEK

WEEKS 
ON LIST

LAST
WEEK

 1  1AMERICAN MARXISM, by Mark R. Levin. (Threshold Editions) 
The Fox News host gives his take on the Green New Deal, critical 
race theory and social activism.

 2  1LANDSLIDE, by Michael Wolff. (Holt) The author of “Fire and 
Fury” and “Siege” portrays events during the final days of Trump’s 
presidency.

 3 1 2HOW I SAVED THE WORLD, by Jesse Watters. (Broadside) The 
Fox News host recounts his career and prescribes ways to defend 
against what he considers left-wing radicalism. (†)

 4  1FRANKLY, WE DID WIN THIS ELECTION, by Michael C. Bender. 
(Twelve) A senior White House reporter for The Wall Street Journal 
looks at Trump’s 2020 campaign and final year in office.

 5 2 2THIS IS YOUR MIND ON PLANTS, by Michael Pollan. (Penguin 
Press) A look at arbitrary beliefs surrounding opium, caffeine and 
mescaline, which are derived from plants.

 6 4 11KILLING THE MOB, by Bill O’Reilly and Martin Dugard. (St. 
Martin’s) The 10th book in the conservative commentator’s Killing 
series looks at organized crime in the United States during the 
20th century.

 7 9 12WHAT HAPPENED TO YOU?, by Bruce D. Perry and Oprah 
Winfrey. (Flatiron) An approach to dealing with trauma that shifts 
an essential question used to investigate it.

 8 5 71UNTAMED, by Glennon Doyle. (Dial) The activist and public 
speaker describes her journey of listening to her inner voice.

 9 6 39GREENLIGHTS, by Matthew McConaughey. (Crown) The Academy 
Award-winning actor shares snippets from the diaries he kept over 
the last 35 years.

 10 8 50CASTE, by Isabel Wilkerson. (Random House) The Pulitzer Prize-
winning journalist examines aspects of caste systems across 
civilizations and reveals a rigid hierarchy in America today.

 11 3 2TREJO, by Danny Trejo with Donal Logue. (Atria) The screen 
actor describes how his past, which includes heroin addiction and 
prison time, has informed some of his roles.

 12 7 12THE BOMBER MAFIA, by Malcolm Gladwell. (Little, Brown) A 
look at the key players and outcomes of precision bombing during 
World War II.

 13 12 11CRYING IN H MART, by Michelle Zauner. (Knopf) The daughter 
of a Korean mother and Jewish-American father, and leader of the 
indie rock project Japanese Breakfast, describes creating her own 
identity after losing her mother to cancer.

 14  1AN UGLY TRUTH, by Sheera Frenkel and Cecilia Kang. (Harper) 
Two investigative journalists for The New York Times look at 
Facebook’s fall from grace.

 15 14 21THINK AGAIN, by Adam Grant. (Viking) An examination of the 
cognitive skills of rethinking and unlearning that could be used to 
adapt to a rapidly changing world.
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THIS
WEEK

 1  1THE CELLIST, by Daniel Silva. (HarperCollins) The 21st book in 
the Gabriel Allon series. A private intelligence service plans an act 
of violence that will aid Russia and divide America.

 2 4 11THE LAST THING HE TOLD ME, by Laura Dave. (Simon & 
Schuster) Hannah Hall discovers truths about her missing 
husband and bonds with his daughter from a previous 
relationship.

 3  1IT’S BETTER THIS WAY, by Debbie Macomber. (Ballantine) Julia 
Jones begins a new life after discovering her husband’s infidelity 
almost six years ago.

 4 5 10PEOPLE WE MEET ON VACATION, by Emily Henry. (Berkley) 
Opposites Poppy and Alex meet to vacation together one more 
time in hopes of saving their relationship.

 5 1 2THE PAPER PALACE, by Miranda Cowley Heller. (Riverhead) After 
an extramarital dalliance, Elle must choose between her husband 
and her childhood love.

 6 6 139WHERE THE CRAWDADS SING, by Delia Owens. (Putnam) In a 
quiet town on the North Carolina coast in 1969, a young woman 
who survived alone in the marsh becomes a murder suspect.

 7 7 18A TIME FOR MERCY, by John Grisham. (Doubleday) The third 
book in the Jake Brigance series. A 16-year-old is accused of 
killing a deputy in Clanton, Miss., in 1990.

 8 8 7MALIBU RISING, by Taylor Jenkins Reid. (Ballantine) An epic 
party has serious outcomes for four famous siblings.

 9 11 33THE MIDNIGHT LIBRARY, by Matt Haig. (Viking) Nora Seed finds 
a library beyond the edge of the universe that contains books with 
multiple possibilities of the lives one could have lived.

 10  3THE SEVEN HUSBANDS OF EVELYN HUGO, by Taylor Jenkins 
Reid. (Washington Square) A movie icon recounts stories of her 
loves and career to a struggling magazine writer.

 11 9 5IT ENDS WITH US, by Colleen Hoover. (Atria) A battered wife 
raised in a violent home attempts to halt the cycle of abuse.

 12 3 2FALLING, by T.J. Newman. (Avid Reader) A kidnapper demands 
that a pilot crash his plane with 144 passengers onboard to save 
his family.

 13 13 6THE PRESIDENT’S DAUGHTER, by Bill Clinton and James 
Patterson. (Little, Brown) Matthew Keating, a past president and 
former Navy SEAL, goes on his own to find his abducted teenage 
daughter.

 14  9PROJECT HAIL MARY, by Andy Weir. (Ballantine) Ryland Grace 
awakes from a long sleep alone and far from home, and the fate 
of humanity rests on his shoulders.

 15 15 15THE SONG OF ACHILLES, by Madeline Miller. (Ecco) A 
reimagining of Homer’s “Iliad” that is narrated by Achilles’ 
companion Patroclus.

Fiction WEEKS 
ON LIST

LAST
WEEK

THIS
WEEK

 1  1AMERICAN MARXISM, by Mark R. Levin. (Threshold Editions) 
The Fox News host gives his take on the Green New Deal, critical 
race theory and social activism.

 2  1LANDSLIDE, by Michael Wolff. (Holt) The author of “Fire and 
Fury” and “Siege” portrays events during the final days of Trump’s 
presidency.

 3  1FRANKLY, WE DID WIN THIS ELECTION, by Michael C. Bender. 
(Twelve) A senior White House reporter for The Wall Street Journal 
looks at Trump’s 2020 campaign and final year in office.

 4 1 2HOW I SAVED THE WORLD, by Jesse Watters. (Broadside) The 
Fox News host recounts his career and prescribes ways to defend 
against what he considers left-wing radicalism.

 5 3 47THE BODY KEEPS THE SCORE, by Bessel van der Kolk. 
(Penguin) How trauma affects the body and mind, and innovative 
treatments for recovery.

 6 2 2THIS IS YOUR MIND ON PLANTS, by Michael Pollan. (Penguin 
Press) A look at arbitrary beliefs surrounding opium, caffeine and 
mescaline, which are derived from plants.

 7 5 11KILLING THE MOB, by Bill O’Reilly and Martin Dugard. (St. 
Martin’s) The 10th book in the conservative commentator’s Killing 
series looks at organized crime in the United States during the 
20th century.

 8 12 12WHAT HAPPENED TO YOU?, by Bruce D. Perry and Oprah 
Winfrey. (Flatiron) An approach to dealing with trauma that shifts 
an essential question used to investigate it.

 9 6 71UNTAMED, by Glennon Doyle. (Dial) The activist and public 
speaker describes her journey of listening to her inner voice.

 10 7 39GREENLIGHTS, by Matthew McConaughey. (Crown) The Academy 
Award-winning actor shares snippets from the diaries he kept over 
the last 35 years.

 11  1AN UGLY TRUTH, by Sheera Frenkel and Cecilia Kang. (Harper) 
Two investigative journalists for The New York Times look at 
Facebook’s fall from grace.

 12 11 50CASTE, by Isabel Wilkerson. (Random House) The Pulitzer Prize-
winning journalist examines aspects of caste systems across 
civilizations and reveals a rigid hierarchy in America today.

 13 4 2TREJO, by Danny Trejo with Donal Logue. (Atria) The screen 
actor describes how his past, which includes heroin addiction and 
prison time, has informed some of his roles.

 14 15 9CRYING IN H MART, by Michelle Zauner. (Knopf) The daughter 
of a Korean mother and Jewish-American father, and leader of the 
indie rock project Japanese Breakfast, describes creating her own 
identity after losing her mother to cancer.

 15 14 13BRAIDING SWEETGRASS, by Robin Wall Kimmerer. (Milkweed 
Editions) A botanist and member of the Citizen Potawatomi Nation 
espouses having an understanding and appreciation of plants and 
animals.
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THIS
WEEK

WEEKS 
ON LIST

 1 10PEOPLE WE MEET ON VACATION, by Emily Henry. (Berkley) 
Opposites Poppy and Alex meet to vacation together one more 
time in hopes of saving their relationship.

 2 16WHERE THE CRAWDADS SING, by Delia Owens. (Putnam) In a 
quiet town on the North Carolina coast in 1969, a young woman 
who survived alone in the marsh becomes a murder suspect.

 3 39THE SONG OF ACHILLES, by Madeline Miller. (Ecco) A 
reimagining of Homer’s “Iliad” that is narrated by Achilles’ 
companion Patroclus.

 4 19THE SEVEN HUSBANDS OF EVELYN HUGO, by Taylor Jenkins 
Reid. (Washington Square) A movie icon recounts stories of her 
loves and career to a struggling magazine writer.

 5 11IT ENDS WITH US, by Colleen Hoover. (Atria) A battered wife 
raised in a violent home attempts to halt the cycle of abuse.

 6 11THE SILENT PATIENT, by Alex Michaelides. (Celadon) Theo Faber 
looks into the mystery of a famous painter who stops speaking 
after shooting her husband.

 7 2ANXIOUS PEOPLE, by Fredrik Backman. (Washington Square/
Atria) A failed bank robber holds a group of strangers hostage at 
an apartment open house.

 8 20BEACH READ, by Emily Henry. (Berkley) A relationship develops 
between a literary fiction author and a romance novelist as they 
both try to overcome writer’s block.

 9 1WHILE WE WERE DATING, by Jasmine Guillory. (Berkley) 
The sixth book in the Wedding Date series. A man working in 
advertising and a movie star begin to fall for each another.

 10 58CIRCE, by Madeline Miller. (Back Bay) Zeus banishes Helios’ 
daughter to an island, where she must choose between living with 
gods or mortals.

 11 7THE UNHONEYMOONERS, by Christina Lauren. (Gallery) When 
food poisoning spoils a wedding, Olive Torres goes with the 
best man — who is also her nemesis — on her twin sister’s 
honeymoon.

 12 3A TIME FOR MERCY, by John Grisham. (Bantam) The third book 
in the Jake Brigance series. A 16-year-old is accused of killing a 
deputy in Clanton, Miss., in 1990.

 13 13THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD, by Colson Whitehead. 
(Anchor) A teenage girl heads north on the network that helped 
slaves escape to freedom, envisioned in this novel as a secret 
system of actual tracks and tunnels.

 14 1THE SHADOW, by James Patterson and Brian Sitts. (Grand 
Central) Lamont Cranston wakes up a century and a half after his 
heyday as a crusader for justice and finds Shiwan Khan still is a 
threat.

 15 17RED, WHITE AND ROYAL BLUE, by Casey McQuiston. (Griffin) 
A staged friendship between the son of the president and his 
rival, the Prince of Wales, evolves into a secret and potentially 
dangerous romance.

Paperback Trade Fiction THIS
WEEK

WEEKS 
ON LIST

 1 143THE BODY KEEPS THE SCORE, by Bessel van der Kolk. 
(Penguin) How trauma affects the body and mind, and innovative 
treatments for recovery.

 2 66BRAIDING SWEETGRASS, by Robin Wall Kimmerer. (Milkweed 
Editions) A botanist and member of the Citizen Potawatomi Nation 
espouses having an understanding and appreciation of plants and 
animals.

 3 127BORN A CRIME, by Trevor Noah. (One World) A memoir about 
growing up biracial in apartheid South Africa by the host of “The 
Daily Show.”

 4 258JUST MERCY, by Bryan Stevenson. (One World) A civil rights 
lawyer and MacArthur grant recipient’s memoir of his decades of 
work to free innocent people condemned to death.

 5 3THE BEAUTY IN BREAKING, by Michele Harper. (Riverhead) A 
female African American emergency room physician finds success 
in a predominantly white male field and examines ways to heal 
mind, body and spirit.

 6 153SAPIENS, by Yuval Noah Harari. (Harper Perennial) How Homo 
sapiens became Earth’s dominant species.

 7 337OUTLIERS, by Malcolm Gladwell. (Back Bay/Little, Brown) 
Unexpected factors that explain why some people succeed, such 
as upbringing, timing and 10,000 hours of deliberate practice.

 8 65KITCHEN CONFIDENTIAL, by Anthony Bourdain. (Ecco) A 
memoir-exposé of the restaurant world. Originally published in 
2000.

 9 150WHITE FRAGILITY, by Robin DiAngelo. (Beacon) Historical 
and cultural analyses on what causes defensive moves by white 
people and how this inhibits cross-racial dialogue.

 10 88KILLERS OF THE FLOWER MOON, by David Grann. (Vintage) 
The story of a murder spree in 1920s Oklahoma that targeted 
Osage Indians, whose lands contained oil. The fledgling F.B.I. 
intervened, ineffectively.

 11 86GRIT, by Angela Duckworth. (Scribner) The MacArthur Fellow 
argues that passion and perseverance are more important than 
innate talent in creating success.

 12 279THINKING, FAST AND SLOW, by Daniel Kahneman. (Farrar, 
Straus & Giroux) When we can and cannot trust our intuitions in 
making business and personal decisions.

 13 4THE SOUL OF AN OCTOPUS, by Sy Montgomery. (Atria) The 
complex intelligence, emotional capacities, playfulness and spirit 
of the octopus, by a naturalist who counts several as friends.

 14 21HOW TO CHANGE YOUR MIND, by Michael Pollan. (Penguin) A 
personal account of how psychedelics might help the mentally ill 
and people dealing with everyday challenges.

 15 25MY GRANDMOTHER’S HANDS, by Resmaa Menakem. (Central 
Recovery) A therapist who specializes in trauma, body-centered 
psychotherapy and violence prevention explains racism’s effect on 
the body.

Paperback Nonfiction
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THIS
WEEK

THIS
WEEK

WEEKS 
ON LIST

WEEKS 
ON LISTMiddle Grade Hardcover Young Adult Hardcover

 1 305WONDER, by R.J. Palacio. (Knopf) A boy with a facial deformity 
starts school. (Ages 8 to 12)

 2 139REFUGEE, by Alan Gratz. (Scholastic) Three children in three 
different conflicts look for safe haven. (Ages 9 to 12)

 3 24AMARI AND THE NIGHT BROTHERS, by B.B. Alston. (Balzer 
+ Bray) Amari Peters competes for a spot at the Bureau of 
Supernatural Affairs. (Ages 8 to 12)

 4 3ALI CROSS: LIKE FATHER, LIKE SON, by James Patterson. 
(jimmy patterson) Ali investigates the shooting of new friend, Zoe. 
(Ages 10 to 14)

 5 36THE ICKABOG, by J.K. Rowling. (Scholastic) A fearsome monster 
threatens the kingdom of Cornucopia. (Ages 8 to 18)

 6 63THE ONE AND ONLY BOB, by Katherine Applegate. Illustrated by 
Patricia Castelao. (HarperCollins) In this sequel to “The One and 
Only Ivan,” Bob sets out on a dangerous journey in search of his 
long-lost sister. (Ages 8 to 12)

 7 10BEST NERDS FOREVER, by James Patterson and Chris 
Grabenstein. (jimmy patterson) As a ghost, Finn attempts to solve 
his own murder. (Ages 10 to 14)

 8 17GROUND ZERO, by Alan Gratz. (Scholastic) Parallel storylines of 
Brandon and Reshmina take place on Sept. 11th, in 2001 and 
2019. (Ages 9 to 12)

 9 4DUDE PERFECT 101 TRICKS, TIPS, AND COOL STUFF, by  
Dude Perfect with Travis Thrasher. (Thomas Nelson) Step-by-step 
instructions to do your own trick shots. (Ages 8 to 12)

 10 6THE GAME MASTER: SUMMER SCHOOLED, by Matt and 
Rebecca Zamolo. (HarperCollins) Rebecca Zamolo takes on the 
Game Master, who threatens to ruin summer. (Ages 8 to 12)

 1 223THE HATE U GIVE, by Angie Thomas. (Balzer + Bray) A 16-year-
old girl sees a police officer kill her friend. (Ages 14 and up)

 2 181ONE OF US IS LYING, by Karen M. McManus. (Delacorte) For 
five students, a detour into detention ends in murder. (Ages 14 
and up)

 3 69STAMPED, by Jason Reynolds and Ibram X. Kendi. (Little, Brown) 
An exploration of racism and antiracism in America. (Ages 13 to 
17)

 4 27LORE, by Alexandra Bracken. (Disney-Hyperion) To get revenge 
for her family’s murder, Lore must re-enter a hunt know as the 
Agon. (Ages 14 to 18)

 5 11REALM BREAKER, by Victoria Aveyard. (HarperTeen) A small 
band of misfits attempt to save Allward. (Ages 13 and up)

 6 1THE TAKING OF JAKE LIVINGSTON, by Ryan Douglass. 
(Putnam) Jake, a 16-year-old medium, is being haunted by the 
ghost of a high school shooter. (Ages 12 to 17)

 7 2SIX CRIMSON CRANES, by Elizabeth Lim. (Knopf) Shiori must 
break a spell that turns her brothers into cranes. (Ages 12 to 17)

 8 17FIREKEEPER’S DAUGHTER, by Angeline Boulley. (Holt) Daunis 
investigates a deadly new drug being distributed in her tribal 
community. (Ages 14 to 18)

 9 7ACE OF SPADES, by Faridah Abike-Iyimide. (Feiwel & Friends) An 
anonymous texter known as Aces reveals secrets about an elite 
private school’s only two Black students. (Ages 14 to 18)

 10 11THESE VIOLENT DELIGHTS, by Chloe Gong. (Margaret K. 
McElderry) A reimagining of Romeo and Juliet set in 1920s 
Shanghai. (Ages 14 to 18)

Rankings reflect sales for the week ending July 17, which are reported on a confidential basis by vendors offering a wide range of general interest titles published in the United States. Every week, thou-
sands of diverse selling locations report their actual sales on hundreds of thousands of individual titles. The panel of reporting retailers is comprehensive and reflects sales in tens of thousands of stores 
of all sizes and demographics across the United States. Sales are statistically weighted to represent and accurately reflect all outlets proportionally nationwide. Among the categories not actively tracked 
at this time are: perennial sellers, required classroom reading, textbooks, reference and test preparation guides, e-books available exclusively from a single vendor, journals, workbooks, calorie counters, 
shopping guides, periodicals and crossword puzzles. An asterisk (*) indicates that a book’s sales are barely distinguishable from those of the book above. A dagger (†) indicates that some bookstores 
report receiving bulk orders. The New York Times Best Sellers are compiled and archived by The Best-Seller Lists Desk of The New York Times News Department, and are separate from the Editorial, 
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THIS
WEEK

THIS
WEEK

WEEKS 
ON LIST

WEEKS 
ON LISTPicture Books Series

 1 4TIME FOR SCHOOL, LITTLE BLUE TRUCK, by Alice Schertle. 
Illustrated by Jill McElmurry. (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt) Blue 
gives a friend a ride to school. (Ages 4 to 7)

 2 32THE PIGEON HAS TO GO TO SCHOOL!, by Mo Willems. 
(Hyperion) Pigeon deals with the anxieties of going to school for 
the first time. (Ages 3 to 5)

 3 271THE WONDERFUL THINGS YOU WILL BE, by Emily Winfield 
Martin. (Random House) A celebration of future possibilities. 
(Ages 3 to 7)

 4 28GOOD NIGHT, LITTLE BLUE TRUCK, by Alice Schertle and Jill 
McElmurry. (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt) Blue and Toad offer 
shelter from a storm to other farm animals. (Ages 4 to 7)

 5 317DRAGONS LOVE TACOS, by Adam Rubin. Illustrated by Daniel 
Salmieri. (Dial) What to serve your dragon-guests. (Ages 3 to 5)

 6 31HOW TO CATCH A UNICORN, by Adam Wallace. Illustrated by 
Andy Elkerton. (Sourcebooks Wonderland) Children attempt to 
capture the mythical creature. (Ages 4 to 8)

 7 56GRUMPY MONKEY, by Suzanne Lang. Illustrated by Max Lang. 
(Random House) Jim Panzee is having a bad day. (Ages 3 to 7)

 8 5HOW TO CATCH A MERMAID, by Adam Wallace. Illustrated by 
Andy Elkerton. (Sourcebooks Wonderland) A young girl attempts 
to catch a mermaid and befriend her. (Ages 4 to 8)

 9 317THE DAY THE CRAYONS QUIT, by Drew Daywalt. Illustrated by 
Oliver Jeffers. (Philomel) Problems arise when Duncan’s crayons 
revolt. (Ages 3 to 7)

 10 24ALL ARE WELCOME, by Alexandra Penfold and Suzanne 
Kaufman. (Knopf) A celebration of kindness, inclusivity and 
diversity at a school. (Ages 4 to 8)

 1 643HARRY POTTER, by J.K. Rowling. (Scholastic) A wizard hones his 
conjuring skills in the service of fighting evil. (Ages 10 and up)

 2 644DIARY OF A WIMPY KID, written and illustrated by Jeff Kinney. 
(Amulet) The travails and challenges of adolescence. (Ages 9 to 
12)

 3 19SHADOW AND BONE TRILOGY, by Leigh Bardugo. (Square 
Fish) The basis of the Netflix series; previously titled “The Grisha 
Trilogy.” (Ages 12 to 18)

 4 580PERCY JACKSON & THE OLYMPIANS, by Rick Riordan. (Disney-
Hyperion) A boy battles mythological monsters. (Ages 9 to 12)

 5 18AWESOME FRIENDLY KID, written and illustrated by Jeff Kinney. 
(Amulet) Rowley Jefferson chronicles his life story and adventures. 
(Ages 9 to 12)

 6 123WINGS OF FIRE, by Tui T. Sutherland. (Scholastic) Only the five 
dragonets of destiny can unite the seven warring dragon tribes. 
(Ages 9 to 12)

 7 2SIMON SNOW TRILOGY, by Rainbow Rowell. (Wednesday) Simon 
Snow attends the Watford School of Magicks. (Ages 14 to 18)

 8 76THE LAST KIDS ON EARTH, by Max Brallier. Illustrated by 
Douglas Holgate. (Viking) Jack and his friends fight for their lives 
through the zombie apocalypse. (Ages 8 to 12)

 9 257CAPTAIN UNDERPANTS, written and illustrated by Dav Pilkey. 
(Scholastic) Boys and their principal fight evil. (Ages 7 to 10)

 10 18FIVE NIGHTS AT FREDDY’S: FAZBEAR FRIGHTS, by Scott 
Cawthon. (Scholastic) Short stories from the twisted, sinister 
world of Five Nights at Freddy’s. (Ages 12 to 18)

Picture Book rankings include hardcover sales only. Series rankings include all print and e-book sales. Sales are statistically weighted to represent and accurately reflect all outlets proportionally na-
tionwide. Among the categories not actively tracked at this time are: perennial sellers, required classroom reading, textbooks, reference and test preparation guides, e-books available exclusively from 
a single vendor, journals, workbooks, calorie counters, shopping guides, periodicals and crossword puzzles. The New York Times Best Sellers are compiled and archived by The Best-Seller Lists Desk of 
The New York Times News Department, and are separate from the Editorial, Culture, Advertising and Business sides of The New York Times Company. More information on rankings and full methodol-
ogy: www.nytimes.com/books/best-sellers/methodology. 
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THIS
MONTH

MONTHS 
ON LIST

 1 2PROJECT HAIL MARY, by Andy Weir. (Audible Studios)  Ryland 
Grace awakes from a long sleep alone and far from home, and the 
fate of humanity rests on his shoulders. Read by Ray Porter. 16 
hours, 10 minutes unabridged.

 2 2THE LAST THING HE TOLD ME, by Laura Dave. (Simon & Schuster 
Audio)  Hannah Hall discovers truths about her missing husband. 
Read by Rebecca Lowman. 8 hours, 49 minutes unabridged.

 3 1MALIBU RISING, by Taylor Jenkins Reid. (Random House Audio)  
An epic party has serious outcomes for four famous siblings. Read 
by Julia Whelan. 11 hours, 5 minutes unabridged.

 4 1THE PRESIDENT’S DAUGHTER, by Bill Clinton and James 
Patterson. (Hachette Audio)  Matthew Keating, a past president 
and former Navy SEAL, goes on his own to find his abducted 
teenage daughter. Read by Tony Goldwyn, January LaVoy et al. 14 
hours, 21 minutes unabridged.

 5 1BREAKAWAY, by Craig Alanson. (Podium Audio)  The 12th book 
in the Expeditionary Force series. Read by R.C. Bray. 19 hours, 22 
minutes unabridged.

 6 7THE MIDNIGHT LIBRARY, by Matt Haig. (Penguin Audio)  Nora 
Seed finds a library beyond the edge of the universe that contains 
books with multiple possibilities. Read by Carey Mulligan. 8 hours, 
50 minutes unabridged.

 7 1GOLDEN GIRL, by Elin Hilderbrand. (Hachette Audio)  A 
Nantucket novelist gets one final summer to watch what happens 
from the great beyond. Read by Erin Bennett. 13 hours, 26 
minutes unabridged.

 8 5THE FOUR WINDS, by Kristin Hannah. (Macmillan Audio)  As 
dust storms roll during the Great Depression, Elsa must choose 
between saving the family and farm or heading West. Read by 
Julia Whelan. 15 hours, 2 minutes unabridged.

 9 1FREED, by E.L. James. (Random House Audio)  The final chapter 
of the Fifty Shades as Told by Christian trilogy delves into the 
wedding between Christian Grey and Anastasia Steele. Read by 
Zachary Webber. 27 hours, 16 minutes unabridged.

 10 33WHERE THE CRAWDADS SING, by Delia Owens. (Penguin 
Audio)  A young woman who survived alone in the marsh becomes 
a murder suspect. Read by Cassandra Campbell. 12 hours, 12 
minutes unabridged.

 11 1LOCAL WOMAN MISSING, by Mary Kubica. (Harlequin Audio)  
Eleven years after several missing persons cases go cold, one 
person who disappeared returns. Read by Brittany Pressley, Gary 
Tiedemann et al. 11 hours, 40 minutes unabridged.

 12 2PEOPLE WE MEET ON VACATION, by Emily Henry. (Penguin 
Audio)  Opposites Poppy and Alex meet to vacation together one 
more time in hopes of saving their relationship. Read by Julia 
Whelan. 10 hours, 46 minutes unabridged.

 13 2LEGACY, by Nora Roberts. (Macmillan Audio)  Threats sent from 
shifting locations escalate as the daughter of a successful fitness 
celebrity’s own yoga business grows. Read by January LaVoy. 14 
hours, 57 minutes unabridged.

 14 1THE MAIDENS, by Alex Michaelides. (Macmillan Audio)  A 
therapist suspects a Greek tragedy professor at Cambridge 
University of committing murder. Read by Kobna Holdbrook-Smith 
and Louise Brealey. 9 hours, 19 minutes unabridged.

 15 1TOM CLANCY: TARGET ACQUIRED, by Don Bentley. (Random 
House Audio)  A cushy assignment to help the C.I.A. puts Jack 
Ryan Jr. in the sights of trained killers. Read by Scott Brick. 10 
hours, 51 minutes unabridged.

Audio Fiction THIS
MONTH

MONTHS 
ON LIST

 1 9GREENLIGHTS, by Matthew McConaughey. (Random House 
Audio)  The Academy Award-winning actor shares snippets from 
the diaries he kept over the last 35 years. Read by the author. 6 
hours, 42 minutes unabridged.

 2 3WHAT HAPPENED TO YOU?, by Bruce D. Perry and Oprah 
Winfrey. (Macmillan Audio)  An approach to dealing with trauma 
that shifts an essential question used to investigate it. Read by 
the authors. 8 hours, 27 minutes unabridged.

 3 8A PROMISED LAND, by Barack Obama. (Random House Audio)  
In the first volume of his presidential memoirs, Barack Obama 
offers personal reflections on his formative years and pivotal 
moments through his first term. Read by the author. 29 hours, 10 
minutes unabridged.

 4 8THE BODY KEEPS THE SCORE, by Bessel van der Kolk. (Penguin 
Audio)  How trauma affects the body and mind, and innovative 
treatments for recovery. Read by Sean Pratt. 16 hours, 17 
minutes unabridged. 

 5 3THE BOMBER MAFIA, by Malcolm Gladwell. (Pushkin Industries)  
A look at the key players and outcomes of precision bombing 
during World War II. Read by the author. 5 hours, 14 minutes 
unabridged.

 6 2YEARBOOK, by Seth Rogen. (Random House Audio)  A collection 
of personal essays by the actor, writer, producer, director, 
entrepreneur and philanthropist. Read by the author and a full 
cast. 6 hours, 13 minutes unabridged.

 7 16UNTAMED, by Glennon Doyle. (Random House Audio)  The activist 
and public speaker describes her journey of listening to her inner 
voice. Read by the author. 8 hours, 22 minutes unabridged.

 8 36EXTREME OWNERSHIP, by Jocko Willink and Leif Babin. 
(Macmillan Audio)  Applying the principles of Navy SEALs 
leadership training to any organization. Read by the authors. 8 
hours, 15 minutes unabridged.

 9 1HOW THE WORD IS PASSED, by Clint Smith. (Hachette Audio)  
A staff writer at The Atlantic explores the legacy of slavery and its 
imprint on centuries of American history. Read by the author. 10 
hours, 7 minutes unabridged.

 10 11CASTE, by Isabel Wilkerson. (Penguin Audio)  The Pulitzer Prize-
winning journalist reveals a rigid hierarchy in America today. Read 
by Robin Miles. 14 hours, 26 minutes unabridged.

 11 38BORN A CRIME, by Trevor Noah. (Audible Studios)  A memoir 
about growing up in South Africa by the host of “The Daily Show.” 
Read by the author. 8 hours, 50 minutes unabridged.

 12 1AFTER THE FALL, by Ben Rhodes. (Random House Audio)  A 
former White House aide and close confidant to President Barack 
Obama traveled the globe to discover just how much America’s 
fingerprints are on the world we shaped. Read by the author. 12 
hours, 49 minutes unabridged.

 13 4THINK AGAIN, by Adam Grant. (Penguin Audio)  An examination 
of the cognitive skills of rethinking and unlearning that could be 
used to adapt to a rapidly changing world. Read by the author. 6 
hours, 40 minutes unabridged.

 14 2THE PREMONITION, by Michael Lewis. (Audible Studios)  Stories 
of skeptics who went against the official response of the Trump 
administration to the outbreak of Covid-19. Read by Adenrele Ojo. 
11 hours, 26 minutes unabridged.

 15 32SAPIENS, by Yuval Noah Harari. (HarperAudio)  How Homo 
sapiens became Earth’s dominant species. Read by Derek 
Perkins. 15 hours, 17 minutes unabridged.

Audio Nonfiction

August 1, 2021

Best Sellers  Audio Monthly

The titles ranked in these monthly Audiobook Best-Seller Lists are tabulated by the Best-Seller List editors from sales in the United States of digital and physical audio products for the month of June. 
Sales of titles published in the United States are statistically weighted to represent and accurately reflect all outlets proportionally nationwide. Free-trial or low-cost trial audiobook sales are not eligible for 
inclusion. Publisher credits for audiobooks are listed under the audiobook publisher name. An asterisk (*) indicates that a book’s sales are barely distinguishable from those of the book above. A dagger (†) 
indicates that some bookstores report receiving bulk orders. The New York Times Best Sellers are compiled and archived by The Best-Seller Lists Desk of The New York Times News Department, and are 
separate from the Editorial, Culture, Advertising and Business sides of The New York Times Company. More information on rankings and full methodology: www.nytimes.com/books/best-sellers. 

Copyright © 2021 by The New York Times



THIS 
MONTH

THIS 
MONTHGraphic Books and Manga Mass Market

 1 4MOTHERING HEIGHTS, by Dav Pilkey. (Scholastic)  The 10th 
book in the Dog Man series. Can the power of love overcome the 
darkness and despair created by new villains?

 2 1MY HERO ACADEMIA, VOL. 28, by Kohei Horikoshi. (VIZ Media)  
As the war against the Paranormal Liberation Front continues, 
Midoriya senses an ominous presence in the hospital.

 3 5GRIME AND PUNISHMENT, by Dav Pilkey. (Scholastic)  The ninth 
book in the Dog Man series. After turning in his badge, the canine 
cop is determined not to just roll over.

 4 7CAT KID COMIC CLUB, by Dav Pilkey. (Scholastic)  Stories within 
a story come to life as Li’l Petey, Flippy and Molly show baby frogs 
how to create comics.

 5 1CHAINSAW MAN, VOL. 5, by Tatsuki Fujimoto. (VIZ Media)  Denji 
is tested to the limits when facing a crafty opponent.

 6 1JUJUTSU KAISEN, VOL. 10, by Gege Akutami. (VIZ Media)  
Mechamaru, who has been acting as an informant for cursed 
spirits, is thrust into a battle to the death.

 7 1DEMON SLAYER: KIMETSU NO YAIBA, VOL. 22, by Koyoharu 
Gotouge. (VIZ Media)  After a desperate battle, Tanjiro sees a 
vision of his ancestor that may help destroy Muzan.

 8 5FOR WHOM THE BALL ROLLS, by Dav Pilkey. (Scholastic)  The 
seventh book in the Dog Man series. A new villain has a bone to 
pick with Dog Man while Petey the Cat starts a new life.

 9 4FETCH-22, by Dav Pilkey. (Scholastic)  The eighth book in the 
Dog Man series. Petey the Cat feels better after getting out of jail 
but Li’l Petey struggles to find good in the world.

 10 5CLAUDIA AND THE NEW GIRL, by Ann M. Martin. Illustrated by 
Gabriela Epstein. (Scholastic)  The ninth book in the Baby-sitters 
Club series. Claudia must choose between spending time with the 
very artistic Ashley or the Baby-sitters Club.

 11 4THE TWISTED ONES, by Scott Cawthon and Kira Breed-Wrisley. 
(Scholastic)  The second book in the Five Nights at Freddy’s 
series. When bodies are found near her school, Charlie is drawn 
back into the world of her father’s creations.

 12 19NEW KID, by Jerry Craft. (HarperCollins)  Jordan Banks, an 
artistically inclined seventh grader from Washington Heights, has 
a tough time navigating an upscale private school where diversity 
is low and maintaining his neighborhood friendships.

 13 2TRULY TYLER, by Terri Libenson. (Balzer + Bray)  The fifth book 
in the Emmie & Friends series. Tyler likes nerding out with Emmie 
but his jock friends give him a hard time about doing so.

 14 3FGTEEV SAVES THE WORLD!, by FGTeeV. Illustrated by Miguel 
Díaz Rivas. (HarperAlley)  When characters from a video game 
come to life, Duddy, Moomy and the kids must fight their own 
avatars.

 15 1SPY X FAMILY, VOL. 5, by Tatsuya Endo. (VIZ Media)  Can the 
academically challenged Anya Forger ace her midterm exams for 
the sake of world peace?

 1 1ONCE UPON A TIME IN HOLLYWOOD, by Quentin Tarantino. 
(Harper Perennial)  A novelization of the film set in 1969, by its 
director and screenwriter.

 2 1DADDY’S GIRLS, by Danielle Steel. (Dell)  After a California 
rancher’s sudden death, his three daughters discover things they 
did not know about their father.

 3 2THE SENTINEL, by Lee Child and Andrew Child. (Dell)  Jack 
Reacher intervenes on an ambush in Tennessee and uncovers a 
conspiracy.

 4 1CAJUN JUSTICE, by James Patterson and Tucker Axum III. (Grand 
Central)  Cain Lemaire, an ex-Secret Service agent from New 
Orleans, gets in the thick of things as the head of security for a 
chief executive in Tokyo.

 5 2SHADOW STORM, by Christine Feehan. (Berkley)  The sixth 
book in the Shadow Riders series. Emmanuelle is pulled toward 
Valentino and his family’s private war.

 6 1SOMEDAY SOON, by Debbie Macomber. (Avon)  The first book 
in the Deliverance Company series. A widow and a mercenary fall 
in love.

 7 5WICKED LIES, by Lisa Jackson and Nancy Bush. (Zebra/
Kensington)  With a serial killer hunting members of the psychic 
sisterhood of the Colony, Laura Adderley fears for her life and that 
of her unborn child.

 8 1SUMMER BREEZES, by Debbie Macomber. (MIRA)  Two romance 
stories: “The Way to a Man’s Heart” and “Fallen Angel.”

 9 1THE UNFORGIVEN, by Heather Graham. (MIRA)  The 33rd 
book in the Krewe of Hunters series. Twelve years after Kaitlyn 
Delaney’s parents were murdered, a private investigator helps her 
look for answers.

 10 1CREDIBLE THREAT, by J.A. Jance. (Pocket)  The 15th book in the 
Ali Reynolds series. An archbishop is targeted by a killer.

 11 2THE MIDWIFE MURDERS, by James Patterson and Richard 
DiLallo. (Grand Central)  A single mom teams up with an N.Y.P.D. 
detective to solve a case involving misdeeds at a university 
hospital.

 12 6THE VISCOUNT WHO LOVED ME, by Julia Quinn. (Avon)  The 
second book in the Bridgerton series. Kate Sheffield gets in the 
way of Anthony Bridgerton’s intent to marry.

 13 1RED RIVER VENGEANCE, by William W. Johnstone and J.A. 
Johnstone. (Pinnacle)  The fifth book in the Perley Gates Western 
series. Four outlaws kidnap a waitress in Paris, Texas.

 14 3CAMINO WINDS, by John Grisham. (Dell)  The line between fact 
and fiction becomes blurred when an author of thrillers is found 
dead after a hurricane hits Camino Island.

 15 1SMALL TOWN DREAMS, by Nora Roberts. (St. Martin’s)  Two 
romance stories: “First Impressions” and “Less of a Stranger.”

MONTHS 
ON LIST

MONTHS 
ON LIST
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from a single vendor, journals, workbooks, calorie counters, shopping guides, periodicals and crossword puzzles. An asterisk (*) indicates that a title’s sales are barely distinguishable from those of the 
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THIS 
WEEK

WEEKS 
ON LIST

 1 85THE BOY, THE MOLE, THE FOX AND THE HORSE, by Charlie 
Mackesy. (HarperOne)

 2 86ATOMIC HABITS, by James Clear. (Avery) (†)

 3 84THE GIFTS OF IMPERFECTION, by Brené Brown. (Random 
House)

 4 1SUBPAR PARKS, by Amber Share. (Plume)

 5 340THE FIVE LOVE LANGUAGES, by Gary Chapman. (Northfield)

 6 211THE SUBTLE ART OF NOT GIVING A F*CK, by Mark Manson. 
(Harper) (†)

 7 237YOU ARE A BADASS, by Jen Sincero. (Running Press)

 8 13WORLD TRAVEL, by Anthony Bourdain and Laurie Woolever. 
(Ecco)

 9 2THE COMFORT BOOK, by Matt Haig. (Penguin Life)

 10 1LOVE PEOPLE, USE THINGS, by Joshua Fields Millburn and Ryan 
Nicodemus. (Celadon)

Advice, How-to and Miscellaneous THIS 
MONTH

 1 ATOMIC HABITS, by James Clear. (Avery) (†)

 2 NOISE, by Daniel Kahneman, Olivier Sibony and Cass R. Sunstein. 
(Little, Brown Spark)  

 3 DARE TO LEAD, by Brené Brown. (Random House) 
 

 4 THINKING, FAST AND SLOW, by Daniel Kahneman. (Farrar, 
Straus & Giroux)

 5 OUTLIERS, by Malcolm Gladwell. (Back Bay/Little, Brown) 

 6 EXTREME OWNERSHIP, by Jocko Willink and Leif Babin. (St. 
Martin’s)) (†)

 7 GRIT, by Angela Duckworth. (Scribner)  
 

 8 I WILL TEACH YOU TO BE RICH, SECOND EDITION, by Ramit 
Sethi. (Workman)

 9 WINNING, by Tim S. Grover with Shari Lesser Wenk. (Scribner) 
(†)

 10 EMPIRE OF PAIN, by Patrick Radden Keefe. (Doubleday) 

Business

The category Advice, How-To, and Miscellaneous Best Sellers includes both print and e-book sales. The titles ranked in these monthly Best-Seller Lists are tabulated by the Best-Seller List editors from 
among all adult nonfiction print and e-book titles sold and published in the United States, and reported to The New York Times during June. Sales are statistically weighted to represent and accurately 
reflect all outlets proportionally nationwide. Among the categories not actively tracked at this time are: perennial sellers, required classroom reading, textbooks, reference and test preparation guides, 
e-books available exclusively from a single vendor, journals, workbooks, calorie counters, shopping guides, periodicals and crossword puzzles. An asterisk (*) indicates that a title’s sales are barely distin-
guishable from those of the title ranked above. A dagger (†) indicates that some bookstores report receiving bulk orders. The New York Times Best Sellers are compiled and archived by The Best-Seller 
Lists Desk of The New York Times News Department, and are separate from the Editorial, Culture, Advertising and Business sides of The New York Times Company. More information on rankings and 
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THIS 
MONTH

THIS 
MONTHMiddle Grade Paperback Young Adult Paperback

 1 A LONG WALK TO WATER, by Linda Sue Park. (Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt)  

 2 THE ONE AND ONLY IVAN, by Katherine Applegate. Illustrated by 
Patricia Castelao. (HarperCollins)  

 3 RESTART, by Gordon Korman. (Scholastic) 

 4 OUT OF MY MIND, by Sharon M. Draper. (Atheneum)

 5 FISH IN A TREE, by Lynda Mullaly Hunt. (Puffin)

 6 BROWN GIRL DREAMING, by Jacqueline Woodson. (Puffin) 
 

 7 WISH, by Barbara O’Connor. (Square Fish) 

 8 THE CROSSOVER, by Kwame Alexander. (Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt)  

 9 A WOLF CALLED WANDER, by Rosanne Parry. Illustrated by 
Mónica Armiño. (Greenwillow)  

 10 THE GIRL WHO DRANK THE MOON, by Kelly Barnhill. 
(Algonquin)  

 1 THEY BOTH DIE AT THE END, by Adam Silvera. (Quill Tree)  

 2 WE WERE LIARS, by E. Lockhart. (Ember)  

 3 SIX OF CROWS, by Leigh Bardugo. (Square Fish)

 4 A GOOD GIRL’S GUIDE TO MURDER, by Holly Jackson. (Ember)

 5 CROOKED KINGDOM, by Leigh Bardugo. (Square Fish) 

 6 THE BOOK THIEF, by Markus Zusak. (Knopf)

 7 ALL AMERICAN BOYS, by Jason Reynolds and Brendan Kiely. 
(Atheneum/Caitlyn Dlouhy)  

 8 THE SUN IS ALSO A STAR, by Nicola Yoon. (Ember) 

 9 THE LAKE, by Natasha Preston. (Delacorte) 

 10 KING OF SCARS, by Leigh Bardugo. (Square Fish)  

The titles ranked in these monthly Best-Seller Lists are tabulated by the editors of the Best-Seller Lists, from Middle Grade and Young Adult paperback books, sold and published in the United States, 
and reported to The New York Times during June. Sales are statistically weighted to represent and accurately reflect all outlets proportionally nationwide. Among the categories not actively tracked at 
this time are: perennial sellers, required classroom reading, textbooks, reference and test preparation guides, e-books available exclusively from a single vendor, journals, workbooks, calorie counters, 
shopping guides, periodicals and crossword puzzles. An asterisk (*) indicates that a book’s sales are barely distinguishable from those of the book above. A dagger (†) indicates that some bookstores 
report receiving bulk orders. The New York Times Best Sellers are compiled and archived by The Best-Seller Lists Desk of The New York Times News Department, and are separate from the Editorial, 
Culture, Advertising and Business sides of The New York Times Company. More information on rankings and full methodology: www.nytimes.com/books/best-sellers/methodology. 
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BEGIN AGAIN: James Baldwin’s America and Its 
Urgent Lessons for Our Own, by Eddie S. Glaude Jr. 
(Crown, 288 pp., $17.) Glaude, an African American 
studies professor at Princeton, didn’t believe 
white America would ever elect “such a person” 
as Trump president. “I was wrong, and given my 
lifelong reading of Baldwin, it was an egregious 
mistake.” In his latest book, the author of 
“Democracy in Black” searches Baldwin’s work 
for answers to “how an insidious view of race . . . 
continues to frustrate any effort to ‘achieve our 
country.’”

VESPER FLIGHTS, by Helen Macdonald. (Grove, 320 
pp., $17.) Infused with autobiography, this essay 
collection by the British author of “H Is for Hawk” 
“celebrates her country’s wild bounty,” Joshua 
Hammer wrote in his review, “while exploring its 
fragility and its relationship to national identity.”

ANTKIND, by Charlie Kaufman. (Random House, 720 
pp., $18.) This “riotously funny” debut novel by 
the Academy Award-winning screenwriter takes 
us inside an absurdly neurotic film critic’s 
hallucinogenic mind. Our reviewer, Matthew 
Specktor, called it “an exceptionally strange book” 
and “an exceptionally good one.”

ZO, by Xander Miller. (Vintage, 352 pp., $17.) The 
beating heart of this debut novel about love that’s 
“desperate to cross socioeconomic class” is its 
contemporary Haitian setting, our reviewer, 
Kawai Strong Washburn, observed, and “the stark 
demands of a life lived amid capricious, grinding 
poverty.” Washburn praised Miller’s language 
(“passionate and economical”) and his themes: 
“tenderness and heroism, the depths of loneliness 
and peaks of romance,” “the courage of an entire 
nation.”

LOOKING FOR MISS AMERICA: A Pageant’s 
100-Year Quest to Define Womanhood, by Margot 
Mifflin. (Counterpoint, 320 pp., $17.95.) “Cleareyed 
about the pageant’s many hypocrisies and 
failures,” and at its best when profiling individuals 
— from Yolande Betbeze (1951), who refused to 
model swimsuits during her reign, to Vanessa 
Williams (1984), the event’s “own Hester Prynne,” 
who was its most successful winner — Mifflin’s 
“lively book,” our reviewer, Molly Fischer, 
concluded, “reads as an obituary.”

MOTHER DAUGHTER WIDOW WIFE, by Robin 
Wasserman. (Scribner, 352 pp., $17.) In this “artful 
meditation on memory and identity,” as our 
reviewer, Chandler Baker, described Wasserman’s 
second adult novel, the lives of four narrators 
“intersect to reveal one big, satisfying secret.”

Jennifer Krauss

THE CAPE DOCTOR, by E. J. Levy. (Little, Brown, $28.) 
Levy’s assured, persuasive debut novel is based 
on a real-life 19th-century physician, James 
Miranda Barry, who was born Margaret Anne 
Bulkley. The book explores the differences 
between a woman’s experience of Georgian and 
Victorian society and the masculine freedom to be 
found when social constrictions are eased.

THE VIXEN, by Francine Prose. (Harper/HarperCollins, 
$25.99.) In Prose’s latest novel, set in the 1950s, a 
young editor is hired by a New York publisher to 
spiff up a terrible novel about Ethel Rosenberg. 
Unlike the book within the book, Prose’s own 
novel is wonderful, giving readers a wise, 
thoughtful and sometimes funny window into a 
bygone era.

THE PAPER PALACE, by Miranda Cowley Heller. 
(Riverhead, $27.) Summer after summer, multiple 
generations of a refreshingly dysfunctional family 
converge on a bare-bones but beloved Cape Cod 
compound in this engrossing debut novel, which 
alternates between scenes from the past and a 
present-day extramarital affair.

TEST GODS: Virgin Galactic and the Making of a 
Modern Astronaut, by Nicholas Schmidle. (Holt, 
$29.99.) Schmidle’s remarkable account of the 
commercial space program adeptly jumps 
between our celestial aspirations and our human, 
earthbound limitations, shifting from an account 
of Virgin’s efforts to a more personal story of 
fathers and sons.

MERCURY RISING: John Glenn, John Kennedy, and 
the New Battleground of the Cold War, by Jeff 
Shesol. (Norton, $28.95.) Shesol cuts through the 
hyperbole of the U.S. space program to present its 
messy realities, as embodied in two men who 
were key to America’s earliest encounters with 
outer space.

THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL: A Biography, by Philip 
D’Anieri. (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, $26.) Three 
million people a year follow the Appalachian Trail 
— most for a pleasant few miles, some for 
multiday segments, a fragrant few for the entire 
length of its 2,190 miles from Georgia to Maine. 
D’Anieri’s book explores how the trail came to be 
and what it represents for Americans.

I COULDN’T LOVE YOU MORE, by Esther Freud. (Ecco, 
paper, $16.99.) In her ninth novel, Freud explores 
how secrets and shame can forever alter a family. 
In 1960s Ireland, a young woman is forced to give 
her daughter up for adoption and the loss has 
unimaginable, permanent repercussions.

ROCK THE BOAT, by Beck Dorey-Stein. (Dial, $27.) A 
chastened millennial returns to her Jersey Shore 
hometown in this witty, heartfelt novel of a 
belated coming-of-age. Dorey-Stein provides a 
refreshing look at a maligned slice of real estate 
and spins a diverting yarn about friendship and 
family.

BOLLA, by Pajtim Statovci. Translated by David 
Hackston. (Pantheon, $25.95.) The protagonist of 
this devastating novel is a young husband who, 
shortly before war breaks out in Kosovo, starts an 
affair with a man. Statovci considers the horrors 
of the Balkan conflicts as he recounts the lovers’ 
diverging paths in a story of loss and thwarted 
opportunities.

The full reviews of these and other recent books are on 
the web: nytimes.com/books.
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